This provisional committee met three times over the next few months.
The British Society for the History of Science came into formal being on Monday, 5 May 1947, in the meeting room of the Royal Society, Burlington House, with Dr Sherwood Taylor in the chair. Elections for a president (Charles Singer), vice-presidents, officers and council members took place (see Table 1 ) and the new constitution was approved. The business of the meeting included a proposal by J. G. Crowther ' that the Society should have a Journal ', seconded by H. P. Bayon, although nothing further was agreed. Seventyone founder members joined at a subscription of one guinea (see the list, p. 79).
The new Society was active during its first year. From the very first council meeting, held on 14 May 1947 in the Science Museum, the question of publications became an issue, and a possible journal, newsletter and ' authoritative translations of classical scientific works ' were in turn explored." A Philosophy of Science Group was set up, run as a relatively independent wing from February 1948 to November 1958 when a separate society was established. This group was initiated by Herbert Dingle at University College London, where most of the early meetings took place. Many eminent philosophers of science became members. The BSHS itself ran to 174 members by 1 June 1948. That month, the Society's slim, twenty-four page Bulletin began publication under the acting editorship of Samuel Lilley, passing into the hands of N. H. de V. Heathcote in April 1950. The Bulletin included meeting reports, abstracts of papers, presidential addresses, book reviews and The Bulletin also produced occasional supplements on the activities of the Philosophy of Science Group. During the first year the Society held three public meetings in the Science Museum for the reading of scholarly papers and discussion : the papers had to be approved by the Publications sub-committee before being read. Tickets to these meetings were issued to London students but it was thought by council members that students would mostly be too busy to attend. , 1947-97 Officers are listed chronologically according to first date of office, and council members according to electoral year. The Society's year used to run from May to May.
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